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MINUTES

Item - Substitute Senate Bill 6164: County Emergency Management

Today’s Emergency meeting was called to discuss Substitute Senate Bill 6164: County Emergency
Management. All Executive Board Members were present except President Ross McDowell, Public Sector Rep
Annie Merritt, and East Side Rep JoAnn Boggs. Guests on the call were: Julie de Losada (Legislative Committee
Chair), Nick Falley (Legislative Committee Member), Michelle Theurer (Legislative Committee Member), Robert
Ezelle (Director, Washington State Emergency Management Division) and Sharon Wallace (Deputy Director,
Washington State Emergency Management Division).

Discussions were held on the background of the bill, status of the bill, and next steps.

Background: This bill was brought forth by Senator Wagoner in response to the 25,000-gallon BP spill in
Conway, Skagit County on December 10%", 2023. Washington State EMD and Dept of Ecology sat down on
February 6%, 2024 and drafted proposed amendment to the language of the bill. They proposed:
“Communication plans must include an expeditious notification of citizens who can reasonably be determined to
be at risk during a hazardous material spill or release.




(A) If a Type 3, Type 2, or Type 1 hazardous material release or spill occurs a local organization or joint local
organization must provide for at least one public meeting to inform the public about the hazardous material spill
or release.

(B) A public meeting conducted under this subsection must allow for remote participation if technologically
feasible and may be held jointly with the county legislative authority's reqularly scheduled meeting as described
in RCW 36.32.080 or a special meeting as provided in RCW 42.30.080.

(C) A public meeting conducted under this subsection must include representatives from the department of
ecology, department of fish and wildlife (if appropriate), and the party responsible for the hazardous material
spill or release if they are required to submit a spill contingency plan under RCW 90.56 or RCW 88.46.”
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Next Steps:
Discussions resulted in the Executive Board seeing a need to revise the proposed language that was originally




drafted by Washington State Division of Emergency Management and Department of Ecology. There was a
motion on the floor by Alysha Kaplan and seconded by Erika Katt. Motion passed. The proposed language to be
submitted by WSEMA Executive Board is:

“Communication plans must include an expeditious notification of citizens who can reasonably be determined to
be at risk during a hazardous material spill or release.

(A) If a Type 2, or Type 1 hazardous material release or spill occurs the responsible response agency must
provide for at least one public meeting to inform the public about the hazardous material spill or release.

(B) A public meeting conducted under this subsection must allow for remote participation if technologically
feasible and may be held jointly with the county legislative authority's reqularly scheduled meeting as
described in RCW 36.32.080 or a special meeting as provided in RCW 42.30.080.

(C) A public meeting conducted under this subsection must include representatives from the department of
ecology, and department of fish and wildlife (if appropriate). An invitation will also be made to the party
responsible for the hazardous material spill or release if they are required to submit a spill contingency plan
under RCW 90.56 or RCW 88.46.”

Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45am.

Minutes completed by: Hannah Cleverly, Secretary




