General Membership Meeting

Washington State Emergency Management Association
January 17, 2024 | 1:00-2:00 PM

ATTENDANCE

BOARD POSITION MEMBER NAME AGENCY
President Ross McDowell Lewis County
President-Elect Alysha Kaplan King County
Secretary Hannah Cleverly Grays Harbor County
Treasurer Erika Katt Lewis County
Private Sector Matthew Lieuallen Santec Consulting
West Side Rep Will Lugo Puget Sound Fire/City of SeaTac

MEMBER NAME AGENCY MEMBER NAME AGENCY

Adenea Thompson

Stevens County

Kathryn Howard

Retired (State/County)

Amy Gillespie

Pierce County

Katie Arthur

Pierce County

Andy Jenkins

Puget Sound Fire / City of
Covington

Kyle Bustad

Thurston County

Arianna Topbjerg

City of Tacoma

Larry Hembree

Cowlitz County

Brendan McCluskey

King County

Lauri Benblatt

Santac Consulting

Cal Bray

Chehalis Tribe

Lisa Figueroa

City of Redmond

Cherie Carey

Thurston County

Michael Ervick

Snohomish County
ACS/MRC/CERT

Cindy Dickinson

CRESA (Clark County)

Michael Robinson

Kitsap County

David Broussard

Spokane County

Mike Gaffney

WSU Extension

Diana Owens

Chelan County

Monica Jackson

Western Washington

University
Ed Taylor City of Lacey Nick Bacon Asotin County
Emily Cunningham Pierce County Nick Falley Grays Harbor County
Gonzalo Nunez Dept of Commerce Norm Smith Port of Bellingham

Heather Kitchen

Spokane County

Shannon Kirchberg

City of Des Moines

Jackie LaVerne

Evergreen State College

Simone Ramel- McKay

Spokane County

Jennifer McKinley

WA State Dept of Labor &
Industries

Stan Smoke

Wenatchee Fire

Jennifer Schaal

Pierce County Region 5 HLS

Tieka Adeogun

City of Tacoma




MINUTES
Item

Welcome
Ross McDowell, President, opened the meeting at 1:00pm.

Minutes
Minutes from September 2023 General Membership Meeting held during the WSEMA 2023 Conference in Spokane were
approved. Motioned by Kyle Bustad, seconded by Mike Gaffney.

Treasure’s Report

Current balance:

Operating Fund - $119,771.36

Scholarship Fund - $1.00

Request that the appropriate scholarship funds of $14,070.00 be transferred from the operations account into the
Scholarship fund. Motioned by Erika Katt, seconded by Simon Ramel-Kay. Motioned approved.

$105,701.36 ending balance- Operating Fund
$14,071 ending balance — Scholarship Fund

WSEMA Committee Appointments

e Finance Committee — Erika Katt (Lewis Co EM), Charma Anderson (WA Leg.), Lisa Brandi (City of
Vancouver)

e Legislative Committee — Advisor: Scott McDougall (Pacific Co. EM), Chair: Julie De Losado (Skagit Co. EM),
Michelle Theuer (City of Renton), Nick Falley (Grays Harbor Co. EM)

e Membership Committee: Chair: Matt Klien (Grant County SO), Jackie LaVerne (Evergreen College), Clint Davis
(Chehalis Tribe EM)

e Bylaws Committee: Advisor: Annie Merritt (WAEMD); Arianna Topbjerg (City of Tacoma EM); Ed Taylor (City
of Lacey EM)

e Conference Committee: Co-Chairs: Will Lugo (SeaTac EM), JoAnn Boggs (Pond Oreille EM), Annie Merritt
(WAEMD), Ross McDowell (Lewis Co. EM), Hannah Cleverly (Grays Harbor Co. EM), Matthew Lieuallen
(Santec), Erika Katt (Lewis Co. EM), Alysha Kaplan (King Co. EM). Advisor: Cindy Dickinson (CRESA — Clark Co.)

Bylaw Proposal Changes:
Three Bylaw changes were proposed.
1. Remove Associate Member membership category under Bylaw Article 3 — Membership. This change was
passed with a 92% Yes and 8% No.
2. Add Retiree Member category under Bylaw Article Il — Membership. This change was passed with 100% Yes
vote and a 0% voting No.
o A suggestion mentioned and will be brought forth to the Membership Committee, amending the
language of the “Retired Membership” definition allowing Retired Members to fill a position on the
Executive Board or have a retired member position on the board.
3. Add Document Retention Policy under Bylaw Article XllIl — Miscellaneous. This change was passed with 97%
voting Yes and 3% voting No.

Conference Committee Update

Conference Committee Co-Chair Will Lugo gave a conference update. The 2024 WSEMA Conference will be held
September 9-12 at Suquamish Clearwater Resort and Casino. Save the Date and Call for Presentations will be sent out
later this week.

Legislative Update:
Alysha Kaplan, King Co. EM, WSEMA President Elect, gave an update on legislation that has a nexus to the Emergency
Management field (Thanks to Brendan McCluskey for compiling the full list):




1. 2330.pdf (wa.gov) (wildfire risk and mitigation)
2. 6164.pdf (wa.gov) (requires local emergency management agencies to issue warnings for hazardous materials
incidents that pose a risk to people)
3. 2020.pdf (wa.gov) (creates State-funded Public Infrastructure Assistance Program)
4. 2135.pdf (wa.gov) (includes federally recognized tribes as part of the Washington's emergency worker
program)
5. 2170.pdf (wa.gov) (using budget stabilization account to provide for DNR costs for the 2023 fire season)
6. 2172.pdf (wa.gov) (allows for use of vacant state property by local governments during emergencies related
to homelessness)
7. 2104.pdf (wa.gov) (appropriations — companion to SB 5950)
8. 5950.pdf (wa.gov) (appropriations — companion to HB 2104)
9. 5954.pdf (wa.gov) (state aerial imagery program — companion to HB 1990)
10. 1952.pdf (wa.gov) (long-term community recovery after disasters)
11. 1978.pdf (wa.gov) (adds special purpose districts to the intrastate mutual aid system)
12. 1990.pdf (wa.gov) (state aerial imagery program)
Good of the Order
e  Suh-kwom-ish — Suquamish
e General Membership Meetings have been scheduled for the remainder of the 2024 year:
1. March 21,2024 @ 1:00 PM — Zoom
2. June 18, 2024 @ 1:00 PM —Zoom
3. September 11,2024 @ TBD — In Person at WSEMA
4. December 11, 2024 @ 1:00 PM —Zoom
Adjourn

There being no further business, Ed Taylor (City of Lacey) motioned to adjourn, Jackie La Verne (Evergreen College EM),
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 1:52 PM by Ross McDowell

Minutes completed by: Hannah Cleverly, Secretary



https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2330.pdf?q=20240116131240
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/6164.pdf?q=20240111112153
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2020.pdf?q=20240109131637
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2135.pdf?q=20240108084715
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2170.pdf?q=20240108085159
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2172.pdf?q=20240108085700
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2104.pdf?q=20240104131826
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/5950.pdf?q=20240104131858
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/5954.pdf?q=20240104131938
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1952.pdf?q=20240103075901
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1978.pdf?q=20240103081110
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1990.pdf?q=20240103081535

