
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General Membership Meeting 
Washington State Emergency Management Association  

September 11, 2024 | 3:30-5:00 PM 
 

ATTENDANCE  

BOARD POSITION MEMBER NAME AGENCY 

President Ross McDowell Lewis County  

President Elect Alysha Kaplan King County 

Secretary Hannah Cleverly Grays Harbor County  

Treasurer Erika Katt Lewis County  

Tribal Liaison  Clint Davis Chehalis Tribe  

West Side Rep Will Lugo  Puget Sound Fire/City of SeaTac  

Public Sector Rep Annie Merritt WA EMD 

East Side Rep JoAnn Boggs  Pend Oreille County 

Private Sector Rep Matthew Lieuallen Stantec 
 

MEMBER NAME MEMBER NAME  MEMBER NAME GUESTS  
Adeogun, Shontieka Kitchen, Heather Ward, Horace Cleary, Keri 
Arthur, Katie Klein, Matt  DeLosada, Julie 
Behymer, Kimberly LaVerne, Jackie  Herford, Nika 
Bonner, Steve McCluskey, Brendan  Markishtum, Desiree 
Bray, Cal McDougall, Scott  Perkins, Brad 
Bustad, Kyle Medina, Marcelina  Rangel, Celso 
Carey, Cherie Needham, Deborah  Shuck, April  
Catlin, Kent Niles, Patrick  Valente, Perry 
Cosby, Darvan Novasky, Scott   
Deschner, Damaris Schaal, Jennifer   
Dudley, Lit Schmit, Lucia   
Falley, Nick Sellars, Adenea   
Gillespie, Amy Smith, Austin   
Golden, Norm Sprague, Laurell   
Holdsworth, John Swanson, Alexandria   
Howard, Kathryn Taylor, Alexandra   
Jenkins, Andy Unfred, John   
Johnson, Scott Wallace, Charles    



 

 

 
 
 
 
MINUTES 
Item 
Welcome 
Ross McDowell, President, opened the meeting at 3:35pm. 

 
Minutes 
Minutes from June 2024 General Membership Meeting were approved. Motioned by Deb Needham, seconded by Scott 
Johnson. Discussion about “Jennifer” without a last name and agency.  We have identified Jennifer and the minutes 
from June were updated to reflect appropriate name.  Motion carries. 

 
Treasure’s Report 

 
General Fund - $112,604.69  
Scholarship Fund - $9,071.00  
Conference hasn’t been reconciled yet but will have an accurate picture of costs and balances at the November 
General Membership meeting.   
 

State of WSEMA:  
There were issues found. Loss of 501c3 status, no insurance, no records, no record retention.  Full forensic accounting 
completed.  We have reinstated 501c3, insurance current, secretary of state filing current, all documentation has been 
collected and is now stored in a shared drive.   
Financially, we were able to reconcile all funds. Conference budgets and documentation was well kept and was 
extremely beneficial in starting of the process.  Standard treasurers report will be forthcoming for the association.  
Discussion was had:  

1. regarding the checks and balances of the funds, access to funds, signatures for purchases and withdrawals.  
2. about financial future, potential dues or fee increases for conference. Are we in the right place for the right 

price?  
3. It is nice to have flexibility in paying dues. Currently, our membership cycle goes annually, but there has been 

discussion on possibly changing the membership calendar to a fiscal calendar (ex: Oct 1 – Sept 30).  
 
2024 Legislative Report: 
 Julie de Losada from Skagit County Emergency Management gave an overview of HB 6164. She recommends that we get 
a lobbyist.    Questions on whether or not we are able to hire a lobbyist due to grant funds and 501c3 status.  The Board 
will look into this.  Julie was the Chair of the Legislative Committee.  She is happy to support it, but no longer wants to 
Chair the Legislative Committee and is looking for a new person to step up and take the “Chair” role.  
Brendan McCluskey, Director of Emergency Management for King County provided an update on the efforts being led by 
the WAEMD regarding the WAC 118-30 revisions.   
 
New Website, New Emails: 
New WSEMA emails are live and ready to communicate! The following email addresses have been activated and will 
be the form of communication for all WSEMA business. President@wsema.org, info@wsema.org, 
admin@wsema.org, and conferene@wsema.org. 
 
WSEMA Bylaws Vote 
A request has been made to modify the Bylaws to change election cycle for the East and West Side Representatives.  
The proposal is to have voting occur on even years for Eastside Representative, and odd years for Westside 
Representative. Lit Dudley motioned, Scott Johnson seconds. Motion carries unanimously.  
Discussion regarding documentation of “retiree” member as they don’t have voting rights but are currently good 
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standing members.   
 
2024/2025 Board Elections: 
President Elect: Kyle Bustad currently nominated.  There was one floor nomination for President elect. Jackie 
Leverne nominated Clint Davis. Clint Davis declined the nomination.  

Treasurer: Erika Katt currently nominated. There were no floor nominations for Treasurer.  
Private Sector Member at Large: Matthew Lieuallen currently nominated.  There were no floor nominations.   
Public Sector Member at Large: Lexi Swanson currently nominated.  There were no floor nominations.  
Eastside Representative:  Joann Boggs was nominated by Scott Johnson and Annie Merritt. Joann accepted the 
nomination.  A floor nomination was made by Heather Kitchen for Mark Conrad. Mark Conrad accepted the 
nomination.  Ballots were cast and were privately counted by Annie Merrit and Ross McDowell.  Ballots were 
counted. JoAnn elected as Eastside Representative 
 
There was a motion for the uncontested board positions to be confirmed by the membership.   Uncontested 
positions were President Elect, Treasurer, Private and Public Sector at Large.  Motioned by Scott McDougall and 
seconded by Scott Johnson.  Motion passed.  
 
Good of the Order 
Private Sector role would like to refocus back on Private sector communication  
Current active committee list: Legislative, Membership, Strategic Planning, Bylaws, and Conference Committee. Those 
that are interested in joining a committee, can submit an inquiry to info@wsema.org.   
Next conference is September 22-25, 2025 at Northern Quest Casino in Airway Hights.   
 
Adjourn 
There being no further business, multiple members motioned to adjourn, multiple members seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 17:04 PM by Ross McDowell 

 
Minutes completed by: Hannah Cleverly, Secretary 
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